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Magazine of the Urie Locomotive Society

Registered Charity No: 1145787

Dedicated to preserving Urie S15's 30499 & 30506
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WANTED

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
Our members are the life blood of the Society. If you haven’t
renewed your membership yet, please do so now. Once all
renewals have been received, our membership will be just
above 250 - an increase of 15% over last year.
Finally the ULS is on the up!
For further information, please contact Dave Pratt on
urieloco.membership@hotmail.com
If any members have photographs of Urie engines (particularly S15's) and
would be willing to let us print them in future issues of Stovepipe, or if you can
write any interesting articles of relevance to the LSWR, SR or Southern division
of BR, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please send photos or articles
to urieloco.marketing@hotmail.com. Many thanks.
Lynda Pedley
Cover Photo - 30506 approaches Bowers Grove Lane with the 14:06 Alresford
to Alton goods, 4 February 1995. Photo © David Franklin.
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Honorary President’s Statement
The Summer certainly has been very busy for the ULS with
a great deal of progress being made both with 506 and
499, and also with raising awareness of the work of the
Society.
The Open Day was an excellent idea and although it
involved a great deal of work for everyone who was
involved, it really was a most successful way of
demonstrating the commitment and enthusiasm of
everyone associated with the ULS. I am sure that Robert
Urie would have been most impressed with the progress on both locomotives
and with the schedule of work for the future.
A very sincere thank you for your enthusiasm and commitment to the Urie
Locomotive Society - it is very much appreciated.
Robert Urie (Grandson of Robert W Urie)

Chairman’s Statement
When I sat down 4 months ago to write my piece for the May issue of
Stovepipe, I looked forward to two things: the start of the arduous task to rivet
up the front end of 30506 and the thought of a long overdue hot summer as
promised by the Met Ofce. One was achieved, the other fell far short of
expectations!!
Fortunately, our riveting was the success story and, as Barry’s engineering
report will allude to, we moved fairly swiftly from staring at a huge task, way
out of our comfort zone, to the whole process becoming ‘just another job’.
In the main we ran with a core team of 4, but there were occasions when
others stepped forward to help out and to those we are all extremely grateful.
A real sense of togetherness is developing between the different volunteer
groups working in the shed at weekends and the ULS is denitely a beneciary
of that. With the fantastic progress made on 30506 during the summer
months, it won’t be long before our attention turns to 499.
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For this edition of Stovepipe we thought we would do something different and
focus on freight. I am indebted to Chris Le Corney from the MHR wagon
group who has provided an update and photograph of each of our 9 wagons
together with an article about freight on the LSWR. I am also extremely
grateful to Ian Coward for his piece about the movement of fruit and
vegetables by rail.
Last time I asked if anyone would be prepared to help with the cost of rivets so
we could retain as much of our cash reserves as possible for the larger jobs.
You ladies and gents never cease to amaze me, collectively donating over half
the cost of the rivets for both engines. Thank you all so much for your
generosity ... and it didn’t stop there as the funds kept owing during the June
Open Day and the subsequent couple of weeks, something I’ve written about
separately later on.
With Christmas not far away, I thought it time to give the members a break
from my constant promotion of the 499 Appeal! Instead, I will present a quick
update. Including payments by standing order, we currently have 72 seats
sold; a total, once all monies have been paid, of £36,000 plus Gift Aid. Do you
realise that those of you who opted to pay for a ‘seat’ by standing order
commencing in 2012, when the Appeal was rst launched, will complete your
5-year commitment within the next 12 months - where has that time gone?? I
will write to you individually with your certicates once the last payment has
been received.
Further, it does occur to me that a number of members routinely donate to the
Society but do not specically label these donations as 499. Given that 30506 is
largely an MHR contract overhaul, most of the funds we receive from all
sources will be ploughed into the restoration of 499. It is my intention
therefore to revisit all such donations received since we launched the Appeal
and invite the donors to convert these sums to the 499 Appeal. I’m fairly
condent that there are members out there who have contributed in excess of
£500 as ‘general donations’ during that time and there will therefore be
additional ‘seats’ issued as a consequence. I hope you agree this is fair and
treats all members equally.
While on the subject of nances, I would like to take this opportunity to
introduce a new name, Lizzie Harrison. Lizzie works for me as Financial
Accountant within my business and has very kindly agreed to take on
responsibility for the ULS nancial records and accounting, enabling me to
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spend more time on the bigger picture of 2020! We have also had a slight
reshufe within the committee with Roger Burt taking on the role of Vice
Chairman. Roger will represent the Trustees in his new role and provide an
extra line of accountability for the directors.
As we approach the end of the year, my initial tenure as Chairman is coming to
a close. My appointment last year gave a 12 month mandate to raise the prole
of the ULS, create stronger working relationships with our stakeholders,
increase the membership and grow sales. I am delighted to report that every
goal we set ourselves has been achieved, not as a one man show but by a team
working together collectively and cohesively. It has been a real honour and a
privilege to serve the Society; I have thoroughly enjoyed my term in ofce,
probably more than I anticipated, so I have informed the committee of my
intention to stand for re-election at the forthcoming AGM. The format has
been changed this year in line with comments received at the open day (see
ier). I hope to see as many of you as possible on the 19th November to share
in our successes. Thank you all for your support throughout the year.
Mark Pedley

Engineering Report
Without doubt the last 3 months have been extremely successful for our
Society with major progress on 506 and 499.
In the last report, we were preparing to commence hot riveting the centre
casting to the new frame
sections. We were under
no illusions about the
magnitude of the task
ahead, but what I had failed
to take into account was
the sheer determination of
the team and the support
from other loco groups
(75079 and 828) who also
kindly loaned tools and
volunteers who greatly
assisted over many
506 L/H side frame riveting started. Photo © ULS.
weekends.
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The other major fact in the success was the use of a recently rebuilt electrical
resistance rivet heater. This in itself has history to tell, having spent its
working life behind the iron curtain in Poland. It has proved to be a superb
machine which heats the rivet right through without burning and pitting.
Unlike gas, it is not fatiguing (especially in hot weather) and each rivet is
heated on its own as and when required. It’s a big thanks to the guys who
rebuilt it; I don’t think we would have done the job without it!
Prior to starting work, all the air tools were overhauled and new air hoses
with in-line oilers made up.
The team in action. Photo © ULS.
This has proved its worth with
faultless operation. The actual
riveting involved a small team
with each person undertaking
a specic task: heating up the
rivet, putting it in place,
holding up the rivet head and
nally hammering down the
plain end of the rivet shank to
form a head. Whereas the
forming of the head followed a
set pattern using an air
hammer with the appropriate snap, holding up the head end had various
options dependent on
access. Where
Bar for holding up difcult rivets.
possible, an air hammer
Photo © ULS.
and snap were used,
however when lack of
space prevented this
we had to resort to
various types of holdup bars using eye bolts
and fulcrum pivots.
This required much
racking of brains and
even looking at photos
of Nine Elms and
Eastleigh works to look
at how it was done!
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With the last frame rivets done, the next task was to fit driven bolts to the
centre casting which the machine shop had made to allow us to fit both
cylinders in early September using temporary dowels and bolts. The next task
will be to fit the driven bolts to permanently fit the cylinders.

... and held
up with
temporary bolts. Photo © ULS.

L/H cylinder block hoisted onto the
frames in our lifting cradle. Photo © ULS.

In the meantime, with the centre casting fully riveted, the team continued on to
rivet the front buffer beam, support angles, gussets, running plate angles and
valence.

Dressing the
rivet heads.
Photo © ULS.

Buffer beam support angle
and gusset. Photo © ULS.

Cleaning off the centre platform. Photo © ULS.

506 buffer
beambeam.
rivetedPhoto
on. Photo
© ULS.
499's
new buffer
© ULS.

Valance sections riveted back together.
Photo © ULS.
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With the completion of 76017, the railway’s workshop staff have started to make
progress on rebuilding the brake gear. It will also require new valve heads and
general refurbishment to the motion, although there is the possibility that the
piston heads may be reusable.
Not to be left out, work on 499 has seen the new buffer beam angles and the
draw hook fitted and a start made on drilling out old smokebox rivets on the
spare boiler.

499's new buffer beam.
Photo © ULS.

Removing the smokebox rivets. Photo © ULS.

Up in the boiler shop the guys have done a fantastic job in fitting the new
copper stays and boiler 755 is now turned over ready to fit the crown stays.
Starting to look like
a steam engine again!
Photo © ULS.

Boiler 755 side stays tted. Photo © ULS.

It is impossible to convey here the sheer amount of work involved and the
quality of the nish. In all, it’s been a very rewarding time and our thanks go to
everyone involved, including new volunteers to our Society.
Barry Stratton
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30506 Rookwood Lane, 24 May 1997. Photo © David Franklin.

Our First Open Day
Thank you to everyone who attended our Open Day in June. What started out
as a ‘toe in the water’ to see what interest might be generated, turned into a
runaway success; over 200 visitors and in excess of £2,500 raised.
This was a major team effort and I
want to take this opportunity to
thank everyone from the
committee who helped on the
day, along with Andy Netherwood
(MHR Boilershop Foreman) and
Paul Stone (our specialist welder)
who came along to talk with our
visitors about the work being
d o n e o n b o t h l o c o s . T h e Open day, Saturday 18 June 2016. Photo © ULS.
feedback received on the day was
very positive and it’s fair to say we could well do it all again next year. Of course
it wasn’t just the conversations attracting attention, eight photo boards and
other information displays provided a fantastic visual record of work done in
recent years; my special (and unbiased!) thanks to Lynda for spending many
hours putting this lot together.
The day would not have been the success it was without the help of the shed
staff at Ropley. From sweeping oors to tidying the yard and moving obstacles,
so many people played their part.
Lastly, but by no means least, a
massive thank you to Richard
Bentley and his team who carried
out a mammoth shunt to get our
two tenders coupled up and on
show together for the rst time
ever. This became the centrepiece
of the whole event. It should be
easier next time guys!!
Photo © ULS.
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Mark Pedley

ULS Wagon Fleet
The Urie Locomotive Society owns nine wagons, including a Southern Region
brake van, sufcient to make up a small freight train representative of those
that ran in the heyday of steam. With two locomotives to return to trafc, our
engineering team simply does not have the time to work on the wagons;
fortunately for us, they are well looked after by the Mid-Hants wagon group.
Chris Le Corney has very kindly provided a current status report and
photograph for each wagon, reproduced below. We are extremely grateful
for all the work the group does and I think it is fair to say the MHR has one of
the best, if not THE best, preserved wagon eets in the country. I am proud
that the vast majority of our wagons are in the running eet.
Mark Pedley

B854732 shoc van. Overhaul completed
May 2016. Currently carrying a “Jacobs
Cream Crackers” customer label on the
sides. In freight rake.
Photo © Chris Le Corney

B741764
BR pipe.
Last repainted 2011.
At end of Bennetts, but is a runner. Needs
cleaning. Photo © Chris Le Corney.
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Photo © Chris
Le Corney

Photo © Chris
Le Corney

B763661 BR vant. Last painted 2011.
In freight rake. Planned to go to Alton
after Autumn Gala for overhaul and
repaint.

M520771 LMS van. Last painted 2013.
In freight rake.

Photo © Chris Le Corney

Photo © Chris Le Corney
Photo © Chris Le Corney
B730821 BR tube. Last painted 2011. At
end of Bennetts, but is a runner. Needs
cleaning.

Photo © Chris Le Corney
B772824 BR vant. Last painted 2014.
In freight rake.

S46001 SR brake van. Not sure when
last repainted in totality, but we
repainted the under frame about 3 years
ago. It is rather tired and needs a general
overhaul, with new timbers, which needs
funding. Richard Bentley has now retired
it from operations and it is stored in the
headshunt at Alresford.
Photo © Chris Le Corney
Page 12

Photo © Chris Le Corney

B726064 BR hight converted to 2 plank open. New under frame section (with thanks to
Barry Stratton)installed at Medstead and overhaul completed August 2016. 4 “new”
OLEO buffers installed. Waiting for shunt out of up-side into freight rake.
Photo © Chris Le Corney

B725540 BR shoc open. In freight rake. Last painted 2015.
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Freight, Fruit and Veg
Nowadays, we are used to being able to pick up any variety of fruit or
vegetable at any supermarket at any time of the year. Refrigeration and
worldwide air freight has made this possible. However, in the railway age,
every crop had its season. Time was of the essence both in getting produce
(un-chilled) to market as quickly as possible to avoid it spoiling and also to
exploit areas where climate conditions produced crops earlier, such as
Cornwall and the Channel Islands. Here, the railways came into their own,
being able to move perishable produce many miles further than previous
methods and in a shorter time.
Strawberries are a classic case where the railways created a huge market
for them in areas which could not previously compete. For example,
around Swanwick, near Fareham, strawberry cultivation developed in the
early 20th century as a major industry, based upon overnight rail haulage to
London’s Nine Elms
Photo of ‘strawberry trains’ courtesy of Botley, Curdridge
freight
depot, where
and Durley History Society.
they were marketed to
traders to sell the next
d a y. D u r i n g t h e
season, Swanwick
station yard would be
full of railway vans
from morning to
evening being loaded
with strawberries
brought in by horsedrawn wagons.
In the goods yard, there used to be small warehouses making the
strawberry baskets by the thousand. In 1931, in a single week at the
height of the season, Swanwick despatched one and a quarter million
baskets of straberries. Such was the volume of trafc that passenger
coaches were often used. Now all gone! The station yard is the inevitable
car park, although one of the warehouses for making the baskets still
survives - but not for making strawberry baskets!
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Tomatoes and early new potatoes (Jersey Royals) from the Channel Islands
provided a signicant trade for Weymouth, where a branch line was built
through the streets to get to the ferry dockside. Large volumes of tomatoes
and potatoes were brought across in small containers to be loaded direct
onto at wagons on the quayside and off to market, again making the best
prices because of early harvesting.
Bananas have been imS15 Class 30509 at Shawford hauling a banana train from
ported since Victorian
Southampton Docks to Feltham Yard, circa 1950-1955.
Photo courtesy Geoff Burch and David Hey
times and every railway
© Alfred James Temple.
goods yard boasted its
Geest or Fyffes banana
ripening shed. Imported
mainly through Southampton, Avonmouth and
Liverpool, banana trains
have always had a priority
transit with special
wagons able to be steam http://www.davidheyscollection.com
heated and fully braked,
timetabled to minimize their time in wagons. A procession of trains to all parts
of the country would follow the arrival of the banana boats. Temperature was
critical to the arrival of bananas in the right condition - too hot and the bananas
would ripen too quickly and not be saleable when they arrived.
The above are but a few of the many items of produce sped to markets by the
railways in the 19th and 20th centuries. Little of this trafc is carried by rail
these days with air transport, refrigeration and specialised road vehicles
dominating the market place. One interesting exception is the fruit train
that travels from Spain to Britain through the Channel Tunnel in less than 48
hours carrying oranges, lemons and other citrous fruit.
Gone are the bundles of watercress from Alresford and Alton. Gone are the
milk trains from the West Country and the North West to London originally
in churns and later in distinctive glass lined 6 wheeled tanks. Gone are the
sh trains from Hull and Grimsby and meat trains from eastern Scotland,
direct into Smitheld market via the Metropolitan and Circle Lines!!
Ian Coward
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ULS Sales
Reviewing the year to date, sales both through the stand and eBay have been
satisfactory with approximately £1,200 via the stand and £970 net from eBay
sales. We have not been able to attend as many functions with the
stand as we would like as we are hampered by the lack of helpers,
which ruled out the Diesel Gala and the CanPac tour days. Thanks
ULS
to a number of excellent donations (see below for list of donors), Sales
many of which came through the Open Day, stocks of good quality
books and eBay items are healthy, although we could always do
with more!
The sales stand is booked for the MHR Autumn Gala and I am hopeful that
model railway exhibitions at Fareham and Portsmouth will be attended,
although I have yet to receive conrmation. I am also exploring attendance at
other exhibitions at Basingstoke and Aldershot.
Ian Coward

Donations
Grateful thanks go to the following for their generous donation of books,
magazines and other articles:
John Barrowdale
Martin Buckle
Robert Cator
Phil Cousin
Barry Eagles

Peter Hall
Peter Lilley
Bob Harrop
Doug Morgan
Barry Hooper
John Paul
Matt Hurst
Mike Raindle
Mark Lancaster Ian Shawyer
London Underground Society

H Syder
Ted Taylor
Bob Waterman

The SWC Monograph No. 8:
Feltham Concentration Yard
Due to surplus copies from a slightly larger than usual print run, spare copies of
SWC Monograph No. 8 are available for purchase at £12.50 incl P&P. Orders
should be sent to SWC Monograph Sales, 2 Eaton Wood, Peatmoor, Swindon
SN5 5AT with cheques made payable to The South Western Circle.
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The Need for S15's
There have been many technical bits about the Urie S15's in Stovepipe over
the years, but perhaps it is worth looking at some of the circumstances in the
early years of the 20th century which necessitated such locomotives to be
Photo © ULS
built:
Ÿ London and its suburban towns’ population had been growing, which

created increases in coal/food/building materials and all manner of
general consumption items requiring to be moved.
Ÿ There were no coal mines or steelworks on the LSWR, so such goods

required a long haul for rail, compared to some other railways.
Ÿ There was a lack of road competition before the 1920's, and pre First

World War was the golden age of rail. Undoubtably the LSWR would
have had competition from shipping in the coastal areas and where
rivers and canals could reach ... but the LSWR stations could reach
further inland.
Ÿ There were large Naval dockyards at Portsmouth, Portland and

Devonport, and large Army establishments based at Aldershot and
Salisbury Plain. The Woolmer Instructional Military Railway (later to
become the Longmoor Military Railway) had opened.
Ÿ Southampton docks were continuing to develop and had been owned
Photooutright
© ULS since 1892 by the LSWR.

Ÿ The First World War had no doubt caused the LSWR many problems in

moving vast tonnages of freight with mainly elderly, purpose-built
locos, and Drummond’s larger engines were expensive to maintain and
not particularly successful.
Ÿ There was a shortage of men and materials during the war which no

doubt exacerbated the problems above.
Ÿ To serve London, the LSWR had expanded Nine Elms goods depot, and

this was the hub for goods trafc from all points on the LSWR for
delivery in London.
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There was clearly a problem moving goods in the London area prior to the
First World War and in 1910 the LSWR decided to build a marshalling yard at
Feltham, purchasing 41.5 acres of land for this purpose. Further land was
purchased in 1916 and the rst 9 sidings opened in 1917. This initially
enabled the LSWR to transfer their inconveniently outbased staff in the
Midland Railway yard at Brent sidings, where they had previously shunted
wagons to/from the LSWR. When Feltham yard was fully operational in
1923 it possessed some 23 miles of track, and with the innovative hump yard
shunting, control and communication, it was “state of the art” and at that
time one of the most modern yards in the country.
30499 passing Eastleigh with an up freight. Photo © W. Philip Conolly.

Barry Scrapyard, August 1968.

So it appears a combination
ofTom
theCurtis,
above circumstances was creating
Photo ©
www.tomcurtisrailgallery.weebly.com
increases in goods
trafc on the LSWR routes which localised and ad hoc
movements could not handle easily. Accordingly, no doubt the LSWR trafc
department was putting forward to Robert Urie the requirement for a new
class of powerful goods engines, simple to maintain, which could haul on the
developing trunk routes (and stop!), larger loads than was previously
possible.
Chris Le Corney
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‘The Ramblings of a Railwayman,
2nd Edition’
Geoff Burch kindly provided a photograph for this issue
of Stovepipe so we are promoting his latest book, the
fully revised, A4-sized hardback, The Ramblings of a
Railwayman, 2nd Edition.
Containing 196 pages, it is lavishly illustrated with over
300 photographs, many unpublished, kindly supplied by
Peter Trinder, the late Dave Salmon and Richard
Greenwood MBE. The book, with a foreword by David
Shepherd CBE, can be supplied directly from the author’s
website, www.ramblingrailwayman.co.uk, or from the MidHants bookshop at Alresford at the bargain price of £20.

... and nally
Many positive comments have been made of the MHR’s ‘Queen Mary’ brake
van following its overhaul. Included in the schedule of works carried out was
the fabrication of new sandboxes; the steel plate was supplied cut to size then
welded up on site…..by our own Steve Gault.
QM showing sandbox.
Photo © Chris Le Corney
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‘Stovepipe’ is published three times a year in January, May and September.
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